Dr Haldane showed portions of the brain and its membranes, from the bodies of two persons who had died in consequence of having sustained injuries of the head. The cases presented a marked contrast, in so far as one of the injured persons died in the course of a few days, while the other survived for several weeks.
,
The first case was that of a young man, a slater, who, on the 26th of February, fell to the ground from the roof of a house, a height of not less than sixty feet. The house was situated in a narrow wynd, and it is probable that his fall was partially broken, by his striking against the wall of the opposite house. He was taken up in a state of insensibility and brought into the Royal Infirmary, where he was under the care of Dr Gillespie. On admission, he presented all the symptoms of concussion; there was much ecchymosis of the left side of the face; a wound of the left cheek exposed the malar bone; there was a fracture of the left forearm; and a little blood oozed from the right ear. Two days after the accident he recovered consciousness, and complained of pain in the back of the neck. On the morning of the 2d of March he seemed to be going on well, was quite conscious, and recognised and spoke to his friends. For two days after admission there had been retention of urine, but he was now able to pass it freely. Towards evening, however, his pulse rose, becoming so rapid that it could not be counted, and the respirations were sixty in the minute. He gradually became comatose, and died at one o'clock in the morning of the 3d of March, five days after receipt of the injury.
On examination of the body, blood was found infiltrated into the substance of the left temporal muscle. When the skull-cap and dura mater were removed, a very small quantity of blood was found on the surface of the right cerebral hemisphere; but a vessel on the surface of the brain in the right temporal region was completely torn across, the open ends of the vessel being, however, closed by pretty firm clots, which extended on each side to the nearest collateral branch. On removing the brain, some blood was found in the middle fossa of the skull on the right side, and there were two lacerations of the substance of the anterior part of the middle cerebral lobe. The lacerated portions were each about the size of a filbert, and were infiltrated with blood. On microscopic examination of the softened cerebral substance, a little granular matter and a few compound granular corpuscles were seen. A fracture extended across the petrous portion of the right temporal bone, and the membrana tympani was found lacerated. On the left side, a fracture commenced in the lower part of the parietal bone, just above its junction with the mastoid part of the temporal, extended through the squamous portion of the latter bone, and the great wing of the sphenoid, separated the right anterior clinoid process, and terminated in the roof of the orbit. There was an abscess over the left malar bone, and the bone was found exposed, and a fissure ran across it. On examining the spinal column, blood was found extravasated into the subarachnoid cavity on the surface of the cord throughout nearly its whole length; the substance of the cord was somewhat softened. Dr 
